NV Y NN L RAadLY BAUNS VAL e e e

—t——
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2014/11/04 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000300050001-1

vty s

COUNTRY  China i ’ DATE\~D1,§TR. 29 may 53
SUBJECT Russian Colony in Shanghai n NOwOF PAGES 3
e
i
PLACE . NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIRED (LISTED BELOW)
DATE SUPPLEMENT TO 90X
ACQU IRE( REPORT NO.
DATE (of Info)

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
INFORMATION REPORT

v

THIS DOCUMEMT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE |8, SECTIONS 783

AND 784, OF THE U.s. CODE, AS AMENOED. 175 TRANSMISSION OR REVE- THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMAT50X1

LATION OF ITs CONTENTS TO OR RECEIRT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON I3
PROMIBITED 8Y LAN. THE REPRODUCTION CF THiS FORM I8 PROWIBITED,

1. The Russian colony in Shanghal now Zi9537 consists of about 200 stateless
"White" Russians carrying International Refugee Organization [IRO/ papers,

50X1 and sbout two thousand carrying Soviet papers. This figure does not
50X1 | include Soviet advisers or Soviet officials |
50X1 ‘ | A few of

50X1

50X1

50X1

the "stateless” group have or had Chinese passports but the Communist
authorities no longer recognize these passports. Nearly all of the
two thousand Soviet Russians took out their Soviet papers in 1946-47 and

were part of the original "White" Russien colony. Meny Russians of both groups
have left Shanghai since 1949 to go to Brazil, Canada and Australia. While

most of the Soviet citizens are such in name only, some are convinced
Communists, and among the Soviet citizens who have emigrated are a number

of the convinced Communists.| |a few of these menaged to get visas

for Cenade.This may represent a hazerd because the USSR consular officials
in Shanghai when granting Soviet citizens permission to emigrate give them
detalled instructions of how to get in touch with the USSR diplomatic or

consular establishment nearest to their new places of residence and urge them

to do so.

2. There is much unemployment in the Shanghai Russien colony. Just before
Christmas 1952 the Chinese authorities celled on the Soviet's Citizens

Apsociation to prepare a list of indigent Soviet citizens. The Association

submitted a list of 400 names, which did not include "stateless" Russian

indigents. The Chinese authorities checked the list and removed about half

the names., presumably those who still had some assets. \
L

\ The relief is likely to be minimal; probably a few pounds
of rice per week.
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3. When the Chinese authorities took over the public utilities in Shanghai they
discharged all foreign employees including Russians, both "stateless" and
Soviet citizens., All discharged employees recelved severance pay. A number
of the Russiasns were uneble to find other employment and when they had
exhausted their severance pay they applied for re-employment in their old jobs.
Some were taken back but on Chinese pay scales.

4, Many Russians including some Soviet citizens have been receiving assistance
from IRC. It does not amount to much; "not enough to live on but toc much to
die" as the Russians say.

5. About 150 Soviet citizens are employed teaching the Russian language to Chinese
at a schoolwhich the Chinese authorities have established at Kiangwan. To
obtain an appointment as a language instructor the applicant must pass
exeminations on the history of the Communist party, the constitution (Stalin's)
of the USSR, and dialectic materialism. Stalin on world economy hes recently
been added to the required subjects. No examination is given in the language.

6. In ordinary dealings with Russian residents the Chinese authorities made no
distinction between Soviet citizens and "stateless" Russians. They are equally
subject to arrest by the Chinese authorities for criminal offenses, for

50X1 example tax evasion or violation of the currency regulations.

soxq  one Soviet citizen | |was jailed by the Chinese authorities for a year on .

a tax evasion charge and then expelled. The Soviet consular authorities

50X1 refuse to interfere in such cases. | |no Rugsian
was pressed to contribute to the various Communist bond drives, nor were they
asked to participate in Communist parades or demonstrations. The Chinese
authorities evidently did not wish foreigners to participate in any governmental
activities as forelgners were never made members of the blockcommlttees.

7o | 'the relatbns between the USSR Consulate and
50X1 Soviet citizens. The consular staff holds aloof from the local colony and its
relations with even the Soviet Citizen's Association are limited and formal. 50x1
50X1 A~Soviet citizen deals with the USSR Consulate only for the renewal of his
passport and to obtain permission to emigrate. In the latter case he must first
50X1 clear with the Soviet Citizens Association. In all other watters he deals
with the Association
50X1 | before the Association will clear an spplicant it requires
him to pay up all back dues and charges a fee as well; |

8. Illustrating the gap between the USSR comsular authorities and the local
Soviet citizens, when a Soviet ballet troupe visited Shanghei under Soviet
government susplces in 1952, local Soviet citizens were refused permission %o
attend the performences.

50X1

9. The "stateless" Russians in Shanghal ere of course bitterly opposed to the
' Chinese Communist regime and critical of it in all respects. Soviet citlzens
do not dare express & derogatory opinion and hence keep sllent.

It is universally believed in Shanghei that shere are USSR advisers in such
important government organs as the Bank of Qiina, the police, the foreign
affairs bureau, end other municipal offices, but no one ever sees the advisers

11. As to the attitude of the Chinese public toward RussiansJ \the
Chinese authorities have issued orders that no foreigner is to be molested.
For example it used to be that if a forelgner became involved in an altercation
with a rickshaw coolie the police would always find the foreigner at fault.
Now the oppogite is the case and the coolie 1s always in the wrong. Russians
are well treated. The term "big nose" as applied to them is forbidden.
50X1 Occasionally Chinese will ask a Ruselen if he is "white" or "red"; they seem
to prefer the "reds". Russian 1s spoken in many of the shops and often a picture
alingflanksAonagnfgmangmse:tnnT. \ |
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12. The only USSR or satellite goods| |on sale were Czech "Tatra"
50X1 bicycles in a Chinese government cooperative, and USSR cotton prints which
were on sele in many shops.| \

S0X1 [USSR streptomycin is on sale] |
50X1 ‘the injections
50X1 were painful and caused swellings, but the drug was effective. Penicillin of
50X1 French menufacture was available. For some time /1951-52/ drugs were in
short supply but during the last few months to end-Feb '5_3_7
1% was not difficult to procure them. Permission to lmport drugs from Hong Kong
50X1 was granted to anyone who could produce a doctor's certificate attesting

illness in the family. When the drugs were received in Shanghal the Customs
removed the labels to prevent the recipient selling them. The duty was l+O%/ 4%,

~end~
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